


The Bible: A Diverse 
Collection of Writings

History Poetry Prophecy

Genesis – Esther Job – Song of Songs Isaiah – Malachi

Gospels History Epistles Apocalypse

Matthew - John Acts Romans – Jude Revelation

Old Testament

New Testament



one author - One book -
one subject

FulfillmentPromise

Old Testament New Testament

God’s plan



Is there one storyline?

The Kingdom of God
God’s people in God’s place in God’s presence under God’s rule



The Kingdom of God

The Old Testament

1. The Pattern of the Kingdom

2. The Perished Kingdom

3. The Promised Kingdom

4. The Partial Kingdom

5. The Prophesied Kingdom

The New Testament

6. The Present Kingdom

7. The Proclaimed Kingdom

8. The Perfected Kingdom



The perfected Kingdom
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God’s 

Presence

God’s Perfect 
Presence
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Presence 
Removed

God’s 
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Promised

God’s Limited 
Presence

The 

Prophesized 

Better 
Presence
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Present

God’s 
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Restored

God’s People Adam & Eve No-one
Abraham & 

His 
descendants

The Israelites

Remnant of 

Israel; 

Inclusion of 
nations

Jesus Christ
Jew and 

Gentile 
Believers

Multi-national 
family of God

God’s Place
Garden of 

Eden
Banished Canaan

Canaan; 

tabernacle/ 
temple

New temple; 
New creation

Jesus Christ, 

true 
tabernacle

Individual 

believers & 
the church

New 

Creation, new 

Jerusalem, 
new temple

God’s Rule God’s Word Curse Covenant
The Law and 

the king

New 

covenant; 
new king

Jesus Christ; 

New 
Covenant

New 
Covenant

Throne of 

God & the 
Lamb

God’s 

Blessing

Perfect 
relationships

A promised 
Redeemer

Blessing to 

Israel & the 
nations

Being under 

God’s rule & 

in His 
presence

Great 
blessing

Rest in Christ Holy Spirit
Perfect 

blessing

Biblical 

References
Gen. 1-2 Gen. 3-11 Gen. 12

Gen. 12-

2 Chron.
Ezra-Malachi Gospels Acts-Rev. 20 Rev. 21-22



The Two Dimensions
Horizontal: The Historical



The Two Dimensions
Vertical: The Relational

GOD

Humans



The Main Focus
The Old Testament is about…

GOD!



Why Should We Care?

1. Every sermon or Bible study we hear fits 

somehow into this grand plan.

2. And we are a part of this plan!


